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RUSSIAN ACTIVITY

How to use commas in Russian?

1

Put commas into the sentences. Use hints in parentheses about the number of commas
in each sentence.

1.

Bce neHbru sapaboTtaHHble KOMMNaHWen B TOT AeHb OblM oTAaHbl Ha GnaroTBOPUTENLHOCTD. (2 commas)
fsye DYENgi zaraBOtanyie kamPAniyey f tot dyen BYli Odany na blagatvaREEtilnast.
All money earned by the company that day was given to charity.

YparaHHblIl BeTep Banun aepeBbs Kak OyaTO OHM HUYEro He BECUNK U WaTan cToNbbl HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO OHU BbINM HageXHOo
3akpenneHsbl. (3 commas)

ooraGAnyi VYEtyer vaLEEL diRYEVya kak BOOta anEE nichiVO ni VYEsili i shaTAL stalBY nismatRYA na to shto aNEE BYIi
naDYOZHna zakripliNY.

Hurricane force wind was felling trees as if they didn't weigh anything, and rocking poles despite the fact that they were
securely fixed.

OTeL, MbINl MaLWWKWHY cnyLas niobrumoe paguo 1 Hanesas cebe nop Hoc. (1 comma)
aTYETS myl maSHYnoo SLOOshaya lyuBEEmaye RAdio i napiVAya siBYE pad nos.
Dad was washing the car listening to his favorite radio station and humming along under his breath.

Yem xonogHee CTAaHOBWUIOCH Ha YNULIE TEM PEXE HaM XOTeNOoCh KynaTbca XOTd Boga bbina Bcé ewé Ténnon. (2 commas)
chem khaladNYEye stanaVEElas na OOlitse tyem RYEzhe nam khaTYElas kooPAtsa khaTYA vaDA byLA fsyo iSHCHO TYOPIay.
The colder it got outside the less often we wanted to go for a swim even though the water was still warm.

Tbl MOXOXe B MarasuH xoamna He g Toro Ytobbl MPOAYKTbl KYNUTb a MPOCTO NuULb Bbl U3 goMa ynuTu. (4 commas)
ty paKHOzhe v magaZEEN khaDEEla ni dlya taVO SHTOby praDOOKty kooPEET a PROsta leesh by iz DOma ooyTEE.
Apparently, you went to the store (lit: you apparently went to the store) not to buy groceries but simply to leave the house.

OHM HalLn CBOM 1OM NOKOCUBLLMINCS OT CTApOCTU HO BCE eLlé KpacuBbIN U KPEnKuin NoCTPOEeHHbIV aefoM ¢ niobosbio. (3 commas)
aNEE naSHLEE svoy dom pakaSEEFshyisya at STArasti no fsyo iSHCHO kraSEEvyi i KRYEPkiy paSTROinyi DYEdam s lyuBOVyu.
They found their house, leaning over from the old age but still beautiful and sturdy, built by Grandpa with love.

Mapus pacckasana kak ofHax[bl BO3BpallasiCb 4OMOW C paboTbl BCTPETUa B METPO M3BECTHOMO akTépa N OH He TOJIbKO corniacuics
Ha cendwu c Hell Ho 1 nogdapwn ABa buneta Ha CBOW cnekTak/b. (5 commas)

maREEya raskaZAla kak adNAZHdy vazvraSHCHAyas daMOY s raBOty FSTRYEtila v mitRO izVYESnava akTYOra i on ni TOLka
saglaSEELsya na SELfi s nyey no i padaREEL dva biLYEta na svoy spikTAKL.

Maria told how she once met a famous actor in the subway on her way home from work, and not only did he agree to take

a selfie with her, but also gave her two tickets for his show. (lit: Maria told how once coming back home from work she met in
the subway a famous actor and he not only agreed to take a selfie with her but also gave her two tickets for his show.)

OH OXpaHsn BXo[, CIIOBHO BEPHbIN NEC 1 He MycKan BHYTPb HM XYPHAIUCTOB HY OpY3el HU Jaxe OpYrux COTPYOHUKOB
oxpaHsbl. (4 commas)

on akhraNYAL fkhot SLOVna VYERnNyi pyos i ni pooskKAL vnootr ni zhoornaLEEStaf ni drooZYEY ni DAzhe drooGIKH
saTROODnikaf akhRANy.

He was guarding the entrance like a loyal dog and didn’t let in any journalist, or friends, or even other security guards.
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2 Compare sentences and decide whether to put a comma before the entire complex
subordinating conjunction, or before its last element.

1. A. OH urpan B KOMMbIOTEPHbIE UTPbl BMECTO TOr0 YTOObI 3aHMMATbCS CMOPTOM.
on iGRAL f kampYUternyie IGry VMYEsta taVO SHTOby zaniMAtsa SPORtam.
He was playing computer games instead of doing sports.

B. OH nrpan B KOMMbIOTEPHbIE UFPbl BMECTO YYELbI, paboTbl, OOLLEHUS C APY3bSIMU BMECTO TOro YTOObI 3aHMMATbCS CMOPTOM
W gaxe cnarb.

on iGRAL f kampYUternyie IGry VMYEsta ooCHOby raBOty apSHCHEniya s droozYAmi VMYEsta taVO SHTOby zaniMAtsa
SPORtam i DAzhe spat.

He was playing computer games instead of studying, working, socializing with friends, instead of doing sports and

even sleeping.

2. A. §l ctan oMnaomMaToM MOTOMY YTO MeYTan NyTewecTBOBaTb MO MUPY.
ya stal diplaMAtam pataMOO shta michTAL pootiSHESTvavat pa MEEroo.
| became a diplomat because | dreamed about traveling the world.

B. 4 cTan oMnniomaToM He MOTOMY YTO Me4yTan NyTelecTBOBaTb MO MUPY, a MOTOMY YTO XOTen caenaTb MUMp Nyylle.
ya stal diplaMAtam ni pataMOO shta michTAL pootiSHESTvavat pa MEEroo a pataMOO shta khaTYEL ZDYElat meer LOOCHshe.
| became a diplomat not because | dreamed about traveling the world but because | wanted to make the world a better place.

3. A. Mbl cMornu noexaTb 3a rpaHuLy ToNbKoO nocne Toro kak pacnanca CCCP.
my smagLEE paYEkhat za graNEEtsoo TOLka POSlye taVO kak rasPALsya eseseSER.
We could go abroad only after the USSR collapsed.

B. Mbl cmornm noexaTb 3a rpaHuuy nocne toro kak pacnancsa CCCP.
my smagLEE paYEkhat za graNEEtsoo POSlye taVO kak rasPALsya eseseSER.
We could go abroad after the USSR collapsed.

4, 3a MHOro fIeT A0 TOro Kak cTtaTb reHepanom eé MyX Ciyxun Ha [aBaisix.
za MNOga lyet do taVO kak stat gyeniRAlam iYO moosh slooZHYL na gaVAyakh.
Many years prior to becoming a general, her husband did military service in Hawaii.

[o Toro kak ctaTb reHepasnom eé MyX Cnyxun Ha [aBansx.
do taVO kak stat gyeniRAlam iYO moosh slooZHYL na gaVAyakh.
Prior to becoming a general, her husband did military service in Hawaii.
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1.

Bce goeHbruy, 3apa6OTaHHble KOMMNaHWen B TOT [EHb, Obinu OTAaHbl Ha 6J'IaFOTBOpVITeJ'IbHOCTb.

YparaHHbM BETEP Balni gepeBbs, Kak GYJ],TO OHW HN4Yero He secunu, 1 Watan CTOJ'I6bI, HeCMOTpPSA Ha TO YTO OHU Bbinu
HaOe>XHO 3aKpenseHbl.

OTeu Mbin MaLUWHY, cryluas nobrmoe paamo u Haneeas cebe nog Hoc.

Yem xonogHee CTaHOBUIOCH Ha YNNULE, TEM pexXe XOTeNoCb KynaTbCsl, XoTsA BoAa Obina BCE eLlé Tennon.

Tbl, NOXoXXe, B Maras3uH Xoauna He [sis Toro, 4To6bl MPOAYKTbl KYMWUTb, @ NPOCTO NWLb Obl U3 [OMa YATW.

OHM HalLNM CBOM A0M, MOKOCUBLUMICS OT CTapOCTU, HO BCE €LLE KPacuBbIA U KPEnKU, MOCTPOEHHbIN OEA0M C N0O0BbLIO.

Mapvm paccKasana, Kak ogHaXabl, BO3BpallasacCb [OMOW C pa6OTbI, BCTpeThnna B METPO N3BECTHOIO aKTépa, 1N OH He TOJIbKO
cornacuncsa Ha Ceﬂd)l/l C Hel, Ho 1 nogapwn aBa 6uneTta Ha CBOW CneKTakK/b.

OH OXpaHsan BXof, C/IOBHO BEPHbIN NEC, U HE NYCKan BHYTPb HU XYPHANUCTOB, HU OPY3eN, HU Aaxe APYrux COTPYAHUKOB OXPaHbl.
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A. OH urpan B KOMMbOTEPHbIE UTPbl, BMECTO TOrO YTOObI 3aHNUMAaTbCsl CMIOPTOM.
B. OH vrpan B KOMMblOTEPHbIE UFPbl BMECTO YYEODDI, paboTbl, OOLLEHMS C APY3bSIMWU, BMECTO TOFO,
4YTOObI 3aHMMaTbCSl CMIOPTOM M faxe cratb.

A. S cTan gunaomaTtoMm, NoToMy 4YTo MeyTtan nyTewecTBoBaTb MO MUPY.
B. {1 ctan agunnoMmaTtoMm He rnoTomy, YTo MedyTan nytewecTBoBaTb MO MUPY, a NMNOTOMY, YTO XOTEN caenatb MUp nydlle.

A. Mbl cMOrniM noexaTb 3a rpaHuLy TOJIbKO nochne Toro, kak pacnancs CCCP.
B. Mbl cMorniv noexaTb 3a rpaHuLy, nocre Toro kak pacnancs CCCP.

3a MHOro NeT A0 Toro, Kak CTaTb reHepanom, eé MyxX Cinyxun Ha FaBansx.
[o Toro kak cTaTb reHepanom, eé Myx CryXxun Ha FaBansx.
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