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Reported Speech in French 

Reporting verbs 

For statements: 
affirmer 
to assure 

ajouter 
to add 

annoncer 
to announce 

continuer 
to continue 

confirmer 
to confirm 

déclarer 
to declare 

expliquer 
to explain 

poursuivre 
to continue 

For questions: 
interroger 
to ask 

questionner 
to interrogate 

s’informer 
to inquire about 

se renseigner 
to find out about something 

For answers: 
répliquer 
to reply 

répondre 
to answer 

rétorquer 
to answer back 

riposter 
to respond 

For exclamations: 
crier 
to scream 

hurler 
to yell 

s’écrier 
to shout 

s’exclamer 
to shout, to cry 

For commands: 
commander 
to order 

conseiller 
to advise 

exiger 
to demand 

ordonner 
to command 

prier 
to beg, to urge 

recommander 
to recommend 

For thought: 
croire 
to believe 

imaginer 
to imagine 

penser 
to think 

rêver 
to dream 

penser 
to think 
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Adverbial phrase changes 

Direct speech 

aujourd’hui today 

maintenant now 

ce matin this morning 

tout à l’heure later 

aujourd’hui today 

demain tomorrow 

après-demain the day after tomorrow 

hier yesterday 

avant-hier the day before yesterday 

la semaine prochaine next week 

le mois dernier last month 

il y a trois ans three years ago 

dans une heure in an hour 

ici here 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

→ 

Indirect reported speech in the past 

ce jour-là on that day 

à ce moment-là at that time 

ce matin-là on that morning 

plus tard later 

ce jour-là on that day 

le lendemain the following day 

le surlendemain two days later 

la veille the day before 

l’avant veille two days before 

la semaine suivante / d’après a week later 

le mois précédent / d’avant the month before 

trois ans plus tôt three years before then 

une heure plus tard an hour later 

là there 
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Past indirect reported speech - tense sequence 

Direct speech Indirect speech 

Imparfait 

On avait un abonnement. 

We had a subscription. 

Imparfait 

Ils ont dit qu’ils avaient un abonnement. 

They said they had a subscription. 

Conditionnel présent 

J’aimerais partir en vacances. 

I’d like to go on a holiday. 

Conditionnel présent 

Il a dit qu’il aimerait partir en vacances. 

He said he’d like to go on a holiday. 

Conditionnel passé 

Vous auriez pu venir plus tôt. 

You could have come earlier. 

Conditionnel passé 

Elle a dit qu’on aurait pu venir plus tôt. 

She said we could have come earlier. 

Subjonctif passé 

Je suis content qu’elle soit venue. 

I’m happy she came. 

Subjonctif passé 

Il a dit qu’il était content qu’elle soit venue. 

He said he was happy she had come. 
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