RUSSIAN TABLE

Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Complement conjunctions

Conjunction

Translation

Example

Comments

1 3Hal0, YTO Thl XOUellb HANTUN HOBYIO PaboTYy.

The most widely-used subordinating conjunction in Russian. It is
mainly used after verbs of speech, thought, and feelings, e.g. 4

yTOo that / which / | ya ZNAyu shto ty KHOchesh nayTEE NOvooyu TS | TERTNES | TERIG § By § CREnam, 9 . (e DO |
(shto) what raBOtoo. . o
. . paniMAyu / POMnyu / VEEzhoo / skaZAL shto, “I think / understand /
| know that you want to find a new job. . .
remember / see / said that ...")
Used instead of uTo if the verb in the main clause has the meaning
9 x4y, 4TOBb! Thi HAWEN HOBYIO PABOTY. of wish / requegt_/ expectation / desire / necessity / pOSS!Iblllty, fo’r,
example, after it is common after verbs xotetb (khaTYET, “to want”),
ya khaCHOO SHTOby ty naSHOL NOvooyu M ” ) e
YTOObI npocutb (praSEET, “to ask”), HacTauBaTb (naSTAivat, “to insist”),
that / to raBOtoo. " ,, . “ ”
(SHTOby) . . cka3satb (skaZAT, “to tell”), npukasaTtb (prikaZAT, “to tell/order”), HyXHO
| want you to find a new job. " v .
X : . (NOOZHna, “to need”), etc. Cannot be used to introduce facts.
(lit: 1 want that you find a new job.)
*can also be a conjunction of purpose
A Habniopan, kak oH paboTaer. Used usually after verbs of perception: sugets (VEEdyet, “to see”),
Kak how ya nablyuDAL kak on raBOtayet. cnblwaThk (SLYshat, “to hear”), cmotpeTb (smatRYET, “to look”), etc.
(kak) | was watching him working.
(lit: I was watching how he was working.) *can also be a conjunction of comparison
4 He 3Halo, 0EeNCTBUTENbHO /N Tbl XO4elllb HaNTU
HOBYIO paboTy. Used in reported questions, often with negation either in the main
nm if / whether ya nye ZNAyu diystVEEtilna li ty KHOchesh clause or in the dependent one. The structure of the dependent
(1i) nayTEE NOvooyu raBOtoo. clause is normally “the word the reported question is asking about +
| don’t know if you really want to find a new nm + the rest.”
job (or not).
XopsT cnyxu, 6yaTo (Gul) Thi xoueLLb HaATX Used after verbs of speech and thought, such as rosopaT (gavaRYAT,
HoByio pabory. . “it is said that”), kaxetca (KAzhitsa, “it seems”), etc., byaTo indicates
Gyaro (6e1) that KHOdyat SLOOkhi BOOta (by) ty KHOchesh lack of credibility of the reported words or ideas.

(BOOta (by))

nayTEE NOvooyu raBOtoo.
There are rumors that you want to find a new
job.

*can also be a conjunction of comparison
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RUSSIAN TABLE

Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Subordinating conjunctions of reason

Conjunction | Translation Example Comments
S Kynun HoBbIM TenedoH, MOTOMY YTO CTapbln
NOTOMY UYTO Cgi’gi’;ﬁ_ﬁl_ NOWVi tiliFON pataMOO shta The most common conjunction of reason, stylistically neutral.
(pataMOO because éTAr slaMALs ;’ P Normally cannot be used at the beginning of a sentence, only AFTER
shta) Y ya. the main clause, unless it’s a response to the question “why?”
| bought a new phone because the old one
got broken.
S BbIHYXOEeH 6bln KYNUTb HOBbIN TenedoH,
TaK KaK CTapbli criomarncs.
TakK Kak as / since/ ya VYnoozhdyen byl kooPEET NOvyi tiliFON
(TAK kak) because TAk kak STAryi slaMALsya.
| had to buy a new phone because the
old one got broken.
More formal than notomy uTo, but clauses of reason introduced by
Tak Kak or nockonbky can be placed before or after the main clause.
MockonbKy MO CTapblh cnomarncs,
A BbIHYX/eH BblN KYMUTb HOBbIN.
NOCKOJbKY since / given paSKOLkoo moy STAryi tiliFON slaMALsya
(paSKOLkoo) 9 ya VYnoozhdyen byl kooPEET NOvyi.

Since my old phone got broken, | had
to buy a new one.
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Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Subordinating conjunctions of reason

Conjunctionl Translation

Example

Comments

Very formal / high register conjunctions of reason

(OTtT?/rco) q:}? ) because 9 HakoHeL-TO Kynui HOBbIN TenedoH
atavi shto bnaropaps ToMy, UTO CTapbi cCrioMancs. . . . - "
Do These conjunctions are used in official documents, formal writing,
ya nakaNYETS ta kooPEEL NOvyi tiliFON AT ) )
! scientific literature, and other high-register genres.
blagadaRYA taMOO shto STAryi slaMALsya. .
BBMAY TOro finally b h h hank h May come before or after the main clause.
uto taking into | finally bought a new phone thanks to the
(viDOO taVO | account that fact that my old one got broken.
shto)
6naropaps
TOMY, YTO thanks to the
(blagadaRYA | fact that
taMOO shto)
BCneacTeue . .
B cBA3u ¢ Tem, 4TO MOW CTapbiil TenedoH
Toro, 4to due to the cnomancs, 8 BblHyXaeH 6bin npnobpecTu
iF\S/gE;tSt;/“ fact that HOBbIN. Note that COMMA is located in the middle of some of them, before
avbshto f sviZEE s tyem shto moy STAryi tiliFON yto rather than before the entire conjunction. You would still need
slaMALsya ya VYnoozhdyen byl priabrisTEE to separate the dependent clause from the main one with a comma
B CBA3U C . - o
whereas / NOvyi. though, if it comes first in a sentence.
TEeM, UTO S o
(f SVIZEE s considering Considering that my old phone got broken,
tyem shto) that | had to purchase a new one.
B cuny
TOro, 4YTo inasmuch as /
(f SEEloo by virtue of

taVO shto)
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Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Subordinating conjunctions of purpose

Conjunction | Translation Example Comments
YTOODI
(SHTOby)
Mbl B3 KpeauT, 4Tobbl / gns Toro 4tobbl /
AN Toro . YTO6 CblIH MOT YYUTbCA. . . . .
4T06b1 to/in order my VZYAIi kriDEET SHTOby / dlya taVO SHTO- YT0b6bI is the most common conjunction of purpose, styllst!cally
to/so/so neutral. [lns Toro 4yTo6s! is slightly more formal, while utob is a
(el @i that by { elrtief s ek OeCllE i, colloquial variant of uyTobGbI
SHTOby) We took out a loan so that our son could 9 )
study.
yTOb
(shtop)
?C"Elgggbt') ) Mbl B31M KpeguT, Nnilb Obl / TONbKO Obl
Y as long as / 3annaTtuTh 3a obydeHune.
st sogthat/ my VZYAIli kriDEET LEESH by / TOLka by zapla- | Used when maximum effort might be needed to achieve the goal
JI st hope TEET za abooCHEniye. described in the dependent clause.
TONBKO 6bi J P We took out a loan in an effort to / just so that
(TOLka by) we could pay for the education.
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Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Subordinating conjunctions of result

Conjunction

Translation

Example

Comments

B KoMHaTe 6bINno TEMHO, NO3TOMY A He BUaen
nuua nogen.

noaTomy Tl 5o f KOMNatye BYla timNO paEtamoo ya nye The most common word acting as conjunction of result (often
(paEtamoo) VEEdyel LEEtsa lyuDYEY. considered an adverb or connective word in Russian grammar).
It was dark in the room, that’s why | didn’t see
people’s faces.
B KOMHaTe 6bINIo TEMHO, U MOTOMY S HE BULEN
nvua niogen.
noromy that's why / 50 f KOMNatye BYla timNO pataMOO ya nye Synonymous to noatomy, but less common. Often preceded with
(pataMOOQO) VEEdyel LEEtsa lyuDYEY. conjunctions u (i, “and”), a (a, “and”).
It was dark in the room, and so | didn't see
people’s faces.
B KOMHaTe b6bINIo TEMHO, Tak UTo 9 efBa BUOEN
nuua nogen.
TaK uTo therefore / f KOMNatye BYla timNO tak shto ya yidVA
(tak shto) and so / thus | VEEdyel LEEtsa lyuDYEY.
It was dark in the room so | could barely see
people’s faces. A complex individual conjunction, that can be split into a correlative
combination “adverb Tak / adjective Takol in the main clause +
B koMHaTe 6biflo Tak TEMHO, 4To g eaBa Bugen | conjunction uto in the dependent clause of result.” The second
. Avua noae. option adds an intensifier to the characteristic in the main clause.
f‘ﬁ;"?" so / such ... f KOMNatye BYla tak timNO shto ya yidVA
(tak shto) that ... VEEdyel LEEtsa lyuDYEY.

It was so dark in the room that | could barely
see people’s faces.

N GUAGE ﬁ mangolanguages.com
A ADVENTURE 0000
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Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Subordinating conjunctions of result

Conjunction | Translation Example Comments
I
a(He) 1o Bbiknioun CBeT, a (He.) TO OH Hac yBuanT: These conjunctions have additional meaning of a threat, so they are
) or else VYklyuchi svyet a (ni) to on nas ooVEEdit! . . .
(ani TO) . ; used when the result in the dependent clause is undesirable.
Turn the light off, or he’ll see us!
BOMIY 4T i virtue of/
hereb
chVO) whereby Morac cBeT, BCneacTeue Yero nouck Bbixoaa
oKasarncs elé 6onee 3aTpyaHEH.
paGAS svyet FSLYEtstvii chiVO PQOisk VYkhada Very formal bookish coniunctions. rarely used
akaZALsya yiSHCHO BOliye zatroodNYON. Y ' J - rarely '
. The light went out which is why the search for
BCNEACTEBME [N CONSE- the exit turned out to be even more difficult.
yero quence of
(FSLYEtstvii | which/
chivO) which is why
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Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Subordinating conjunctions of time

Conjunction | Translation Example Comments
orna [Mo3BOHM MHe, Korpa npuaéLllb 4OMOWN. The most common time conjunction in Russian. Can introduce ANY
e p‘DA) when pazvaNEE mnye kagDA priDYOSH daMOY. type of time clauses (preceding, simultaneous with, or following the
9 Call me when you get home. main clause events).
Conjunctions for preceding events (subordinate clause precedes main clause)

KakTonbko | . oo
(kak TOLka)
epnBa (... Kak n;);?:NH EEMr:?\' ';al': aTko ?gﬁ ; pl:iﬂl')?(%bsllj'-lodM;JICIbY Conjunctions KaK Tonbko, efiBa, Tonbko, and 4yTb (Tonbko) indicate

) hardly / no ?3 i Y f] " [that events in the time clause IMMEDIATELY precede the ones in the
i;idVA) (kak) sooner all me as soon as you get home. main clause.

Enga / Tonbko / UyTe (Tonbko) on nepectynun Kak Tonbko is the most widely-used in this group.
( nopor, (kak) pasgancs 3BOHOK.
TOJNIbKO (... i
KaK ...) hardly / no yidVA / TOLka / choot (NOLka) on EnBa, Tonbko, and 4yTb (Tonbko) tend to be used with past events and
TOLka) (kak) | SC°Mer piristooPEEL paROK razDALsya zvaNOK. can be correlative (with the second part kak used at the beginning of
( a) (kak) He had hardly stepped inside, there was a .
fing the main clause).

yyTb
fg:("b';o) C.. hardly / no
(choot (TOL- sooner
ka)) (kak)
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Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Subordinating conjunctions of time

Coniunctionl Translation |

Example

Comments

Conjunctions for preceding events (subordinate clause precedes main clause)

Cuan poma, noka 1 Tebe He No3BOoHIO.

noka He until / unless | SIDEE DOma paKA ya tiBYE nye pazvaNYU The clause with noka He shows that the events in the main clause
(pakKA nye) Stay home ur?til | Cz” you yep ) should stop once the ones in the time clause start.
nocne Toro
E(a(lgSI after C tex nop kak / lNocne Toro kak s NpuLLén
pLslye JOMOW, HUKaKNX 3BOHKOB He OblIno. . . .
taVO kak) s tyekh por kak / POSlye tavO kak ya priSHOL Conjunctions nocne Toro Kak and ¢ Tex nop kak usually introduce
daK/IOY EikaKEEKH ZvaynKOF NYE bzlllop time clauses with events remote in time from the ones in the main
E;fx nop Since / After | came home there have been / clause.
(s tyekh por since were no phone calls.
kak)
Conjunctions for simultaneous events (subordinate clause and main clause happen at the same time)
Moka s wén goMoun, MHe NO3BOHUIN
TpW Yenoseka.
noka while paKA ya shol daMOY mnye pazvaNEEli Used with imperfective verbs and only in positive dependent clauses
(pakA) tree chilaVYEka. (see negative noka He above).

While | was walking home, three people
called me.
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RUSSIAN TABLE

Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Subordinating conjunctions of time

Conjunctionl Translation

Example

Comments

Conjunctions for later events (subordinate clause follows the main clause)

npexane 4yem

before / prior

(PRYEZHdye |~

chem)

?(;’aT;r\?(;(aK before / prior
kak) to

nepen Tem

Kak before / prior
(PYErit tyem |[to

kak)

Mpexpae uem / o Toro Kak / Mepep TemM Kak
BbINTM U3 [,OMA, S UM MO3BOHUII.

PRYEZHdye chem / da taVO kak / PYErit tyem
kak VYIti iz DOma ya eem pazvaNEEL.

Before leaving the house, | called them.

May be used with infinitives or “subject + verb” clauses.
Mpexpae 4yem is the most common out of the three.
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Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Subordinating conjunctions of condition

Conjunction | Translation Example Comments
The most common among conjunctions of condition. Introduces a
Ecnun xoyellb, (TO) 9 Hayyy Tebsa nnasBaTb. . . AN
. clause with a factual / real condition. Can be used as a coordinating
YESIi KHOchesh (to) ya naooCHOO . . . P ,, S .
ecnu . . . conjunction with 1o (to, “then”) at the beginning of the main clause.
. if / since tiBYA PLAvat. " f
(YESIi) . Often used with future tense, but can be used with other tenses,
If you want, (then) | will teach you e e L .
h . infinitives, and other grammar structures. Clauses beginning with
ow to swim. . . X
ecnun may come before, after, or in the middle of the main one.

Hy pas Tbl He xo4ellsb, (TO) 9 He byny

yuuUTb TEDSA NnaBaTh.
pas . . noo ras ty nye KHOchesh (to) ya nye . . . . .

(ras) if / since BOOdoo 60CHEET tiBYA PLAvat. Very colloguial conjunction, synonymous in meaning and use to ecnu.

Since you don’t want to, (then) | won't

teach you how to swim.

Ecnun 661 Tbl XoTen, (To) faBHO bbl Used with subjunctive mood, ecnu 6b1 and its more colloquial variant
ecnu 6bi Hay4yuncsa nnaeatb. ecnu 6 introduce an unreal, imaginary condition in the dependent
(YESIi by) / i YESIi by ty khaTYEL (to) davNO by clause, which makes the situation in the main clause unreal too. Bbi
ecnu 6 naooCHEELsya PLAvat. might be separated from ecnu.

(YESIi p) If you wanted, (then) you would have Can be used as a coordinating conjunction with To (to, “then”) at the

learned how to swim a long time ago.

beginning of the main clause.
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Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Conjunctions of concession

Conjunction | Translation Example Comments
The most common conjunctions of concession. The situation
OHW noexanu B ropsl, xota / xotb noroga (1) described in the concession clause is always factual, real.
XOTS / XOTb Obina nnoxas. Xotsb is colloquial, while xoTs is stylistically neutral.
although / aNEE paYEkhali v GOry khaTYA / khot paGOda | They are often followed by the conjunction nin the dependent
(khaTYA / . . s .
khot) even though | (i) byLA plakHAya. clause, and the main one, if it is in post-dependent clause position,

They went to the mountains, even though the
weather was bad.

often starts with particles / conjunctions Bcé-taku (FSYOtaki), Bcé
xe (FSYO zhe), Tem He meHee (tyem ni MYEniye) meaning
“yet / nonetheless / anyway.”

HecMoTpsA Ha
TO YTO
(nismatRYA
na TO shta)

HeB3upas Ha
TO YTO
(nivziRAya
na TO shta)

although /
despite the
fact that

OHM noexanu B ropbl, HECMOTPSA Ha TO YTO
noropa 6bina nnoxas.

aNEE paYEkhali v GOry nismatRYA na TO shta
paGOda byLA plakKHAya.

They went to the mountains, despite the
weather being bad.

Less common / more formal alternatives of xota. Also introduce
a clause describing a real situation conflicting with the one in
the main clause.

HeBaupas Ha To uTo is rare and highly formal.

B TO BpeMs
kak (f to
RYEmya kak)

mMeXxnay Tem
KakK
(MYEZHdoo
tyem kak)

Torga Kak
(tagDA kak)

while / when /
whereas

OHM noexanu B ropbl, B TO Bpems Kak /

MeXay TeM Kak / Torga kak 6onblMHCTBO
nogen NpeanoYnTaloT oTabIXaTb Ha Mope.
aNEE paYEkhali v GOry f to RYEmya kak /
MYEZHdoo tyem kak / tagDA kak balshinstVO
lyuDYEY pritpachiTAyut odyKHAT na MOrye.
They went to the mountains, whereas most
people prefer to spend their vacations at

the sea.

These conjunctions introduce clauses with a factual / real situation
that is unusual / surprising to exist at the same time as the situation
in the main clause. Torga kak and mexay TeMm Kak are more rare and
higher in register than B To Bpems kak.

NOTE that the conjunction B To Bpems kak can also function as the
conjunction of time meaning “while.”
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Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Conjunctions of concession

Conjunction | Translation Example Comments
TOJIbKO OHM noexanu B ropsbl, Tonbko / npaepa 6e3
(tagDA kak) b rmoa. Used to show that the situation in th i ol . h
ygt/ ut/ aNEE paYEkhali v GOry TOLka / PRAVda byes sed to show that the situation in the main clause is somewhat
mind you / depreciated / loses importance due to a factual undesirable
GEEda. . . ) .
though situation described in the dependent clause.

npaepga
(tagDA kak)

They went to the mountains, without a guide
though.

nycTb
(poost)

nyckamn
(pooskKAY)

even if / even
though

Mbl BCe paBHO XOTMM MoexaTb B ropbl,
nycTtb / nyckai HeHagonro.

my fsyo ravNO khaTEEM paYEkhat v GOry
poost / pooskKAY ninaDOLga.

We want to go to the mountains anyway,
even if only for a short time.

Used to say that the situation in the main clause should take place
regardless of the possible situation in the dependent clause.
Often used with a particle Bcé paBHo (fsyo ravNO, “anyway”) in

the main clause.

Myckawn is more colloquial than neutral nycTs.
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Russian subordinating conjunctions: Master sheet

In the following tables, the most important subordinating conjunctions are highlighted in blue.

Subordinating conjunctions of comparison

Conjunction | Translation Example Comments

TopT nony4Ymncsa KpacuebiM, Kak Ha BUTPUHE,

HO HE OYEHb-TO BKYCHbIM. The most common conjunctions of comparison. Mostly used
KoK tort palooCHEELsya kraSEEvym kak na with nouns / noun phrases, adjectives, and prepositional phrases
(kak) like / as if VitREEnye no nye Ochenta FKOOSnym. meaning place.

The cake turned out to be beautiful, like

(the ones) in a shop window, but not Shouldn’t be confused with homonymous compliment conjunction.

particularly tasty.
(kak) 6ygTo
(6b1)
(kak BOOta
by) OH yKpatuan TopT O0NTo U TaTeNnbHo, Kak

6ynTo 970 6bIIO NPON3BEOEHNE UCKYCCTBA. . . . . .
cnoao (65) | o oo [on okraSHAL tort DOLga i TSHOHAina kak | f05e SRATMNETans 08 OLER Leet (8 Sl oot o pEete
(SLOVna by) BOOta Eta BYla praizviDYEniye isKkOOstva. P ! v J Y ’ Y

) . may belong to very different categories.

He was decorating the cake for a long time

and very carefully, as if it was a piece of art.
TOUYHO
(TOCHna)

TopT nonyuunca BkycHee, 4em B NPOLLMbIA pas. . T . .

tort palooCHEELsya fkoosNYEye chem f PRO- Used to point out not the.S|m|Iar|ty, like other conjunctions
yem - of comparison, but the difference between objects, people,

than SHlyi ras L ) . !

(chem) characteristics, or actions. Must be used with comparative

The cake turned out to be tastier than it was
last time.

forms of adjectives or adverbs.
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