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What is the IPA?

THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2015)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) ©20151PA
Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental [Alveolar Postalveolar| Retroflex | Palatal | Velar | Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal

Plosive pb td tdcj kglge ?

Nasal | m m n nn 1 N |

Trll | B r | | &

Tap or Flap | | v r r |

Fricative ‘¢ Bl fviOolsz|[ 3|sz ¢/ xy | x ¥/ h S hAh

| ik

Approximant v 1 1 b u[‘

Sppeosimant 1 | £ L

Symbols (o the right i a cell are voiced, o the et are voiceless. Shaded arcas denote ariculations Judged impossible.

I h e I I lte I n a tl o n a I CONSONANTS (NOPULMONO) VowELS
Clicks Voiced implosives Ejectives Front Central Back

s 3 Close  lay————iett weu
© bilabiat B Buasiar Examples X
. s 1Y 0
| Denat  peovaiveor | P’ Biabia
L] ! oo | § paa t" Denatavcots Clowemid NP 9%e ¥to0
F palsoalveolar | (J Velar K’ vl 2
|| Aveotar tterst | G vata S Alveolar ricative Open-mid EXE—3R@—A1D
. ® 3
OTHER SYMBOLS open DE alo

M\ Volceless lablal-ve

the notational standard for representing Rt

I ficative ! Primary stress

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one
o the right represents a rounded vowel

SUPRASEGMENTALS

Volceles epig
H » founa'tifon

all human speech sounds. ol S

' Halflong €'

DIACRITICS Some diacritics may be placcd above a symbol with a descender, c.g. | - M
Jmay e p " Extrashort €

Volccless nd|. sy D oa Deotal td
. ¢ - b || Minor (o0 grop
 Voleed st Crekyvoced D @ | Apal td I
- e o g || Major Gintontion) group
Aspised t Lioguolabial  {  Laminal td © Sylblebrea Jiakt
Morc ounded W Labalized Y A% " Nesliea é Linking (absence of a beak)
Lesrunded O 3 paatlied t di | P Nesi reesse dn
TONES AND WORD ACCENTS
| Advanced u Y Velarized  dY| 1 Latera reease d! Lever pon—
_ e ¥ pharyngeaized €5 AV | 7 Noaudiieretesse Eoalfim € oA Rimg
" Comlid & | ~ Veluzodorpharyngaind 1 € T & N
- g
Midcenmlized & Raised o ficatve) € A € Ak
5 n - e dww & A
! ! & J € A
_ Nonslbe € . Advanced Toogue Root € P 2 Glabal
* Rhoticity 2 @ |, Retocted Tongue Root € T Upsiep v Global fall

MANGO.

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



You’ve likely seen IPA in dictionary entries.

prially aduo l.a
TATOR]
diction /'dlkj'(a)n/
ciation in speakir
For example, you may recognize the dictl'o frOm diCO dl.l

upside down 3, which is an IPA symbol dictionary /'dlk_r

that refers to the second vowel sound

you hear in the word ‘dictionary.’ ?Ok liSting (usu.
xplaining the wo

giving correspond

language. 2 refere

N the terms of g3

.M‘,‘.__ 5 &



Let’s look at an example

THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2015)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) ©2015 IPA

Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental [Alveolar Postalveolar| Retroflex | Palatal | Velar | Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal
Plosive pb td tdcj kglge ?
Nasal | m m n nn 1 N |
Trll | B r | | &
r
[ 3]sz QJ_X\"XKhH'_hﬁ

Tap or Flap v

$PIf v OOls
1

1 b u[‘
| s

Symbols (o the right i a cell are voiced, o the eft are voiceless. Shaded arcas denote atiu

¢ ° 9
'he word ‘phonetics’ in
© Bitabial ‘[5 Bilabial ’ Bumploe Close 1ay———1q#t Wru

Approximant v

p
z
K
1
1

teral
approximant

s Judged impossible.

. s 1Y 0

| Denat d peouvatveoss | P Biabial

- Closemid  €w 940 Y0

° ! (Postalveolar § pataa t’ Dentabalveolar
F palsoalveolar | (J Velar K’ vetu 2
- 2 e
oo OTHER SYMBOLS ®
Open asE asp

M Volceless abiak-velar ricative G 2 Alveolo-palatal icatlves Whre symbols appear in pais, the one

) Iy o the right represents a rounded vowel
spprovimant Vol
Simultane SUPRASEGMENTALS

W Voiced

Y Voiced a

o ]

Volceles epglonal fricative Primary stress
H » founa'tifon

| Secondary stress

! Long e:

. Affrictes and doube artculations ~
§ Voiced epiglotal fricaive canbe represented by two symbols p
- joined by a tie bar if necessary. =
2 Epiglotal plosive

" Halflong €'

DIACRITICS Some dicritics may be placed above a symbol with a descender, ¢.&

| i} . M
) Exashor &
Volccless Dd|. semywics b a Deotal td
. b ,, T | nor ooy group
v § U | v boa | e td [ Mo otonstion) group
b dh| o y
[ ] Aspirsted thd Logwoiabial £ d | Laminat td . Sylblobmak  Ji.gekt
Morcrouded ) W Labialized [ (l“} ~ Nesalized ¢ | — Linking (sbsence of a break)
Lesrunded O 3 paatlied t di | P Nesi reesse dn
: - TONES AND WORD ACCENTS
, Advanced u V' Velarized Y d\ Lateral release (I LEVEL CONTOUR
_ Retnoted e ¥ phangeaized 5 dY |7 Noaudilerelesse 7 Eo N € or /A risimg
T Cemlzed & | ~ Veuwodoeprargeitend T ¢ Ama &N
 Mid<ennlized € Raised € (J = voked aivolar riatve) € dw € 4
e n N P ererm— ¢ diw & 4
] | A e Ji A
_ Nowsylabie € , Advanced Tongue Root € | + Dowastep )
* Rhotiily 2 @ |, Rewacied Tonguc Root € T Upsiep

MANGO.
https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



Let’s consider another.

The word ‘linguistics’ in
IPA would be written...

[lin. gwi.stiks]

MANGO.

THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2015)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC)

©2015 IPA

Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental |Alveolar Postalveolar| Retroflex | Palatal | Velar | Uvular |Pharyngeal | Glottal

pose | p b td

Nasal m n n
Trill | B r
Tap or Flap | | v r
Fric [oB/fFviodlsz|[ 3
.| Ik '
Approximant v 1

1

teral
approximant

tdicylkglqe |7
n. p,nl N
2 I [
sz ¢y xy xe h S hAhf

1 b u[‘
| A L

Symbols (o the right i a cell are voiced, o the et are voiceless. Shaded arcas denote ariculations Judged impossible.

CONSONANTS (NON-PULMONIC) VOWELS
Clicks Voiced implosives Ejectives Front Central Back
s 3 Close  lay————iett weu
© bilabiat B Buasiar Examples X
. s 1Y 0
| Denat  peovaiveor | P’ Biabia
! Gostaveotsr | f pataa t" Denataveola Closemid  S% %@ Yto
F palsoalveolar | (J Velar K’ velar 2
|| Aveotar tterst | G vata S Alveolar ricative Open-mid EXE—3R@—A1D
. ® 3
SYM
OTHER SYMBOLS open DE alo
M Volceless abiak-velar ricative G 2 Alveolo-palatal icatlves Whre symbols appear in pais, the one
W Vorat maiac 1o the right represents a rounded vowel
Y Voiced a ol approximant ) SUPRASEGMENTALS
§ Voiced cigloual fiatve cante epresentedby wosymbols 1S KP) 1 Secondary stress
2 ottt s Joined by  te bar if necessary ! Long e

' Halflong €'

DIACRITICS Some diacritics may be placed above a symbol with a descender,c.¢ . x
PIACRITICS S s may be ! : d Exnshor &
Volccless Dd|. semywics b a Deotal td
. 9 - b || Minor (o0 grop
Voleed st Calyvked D @ Apical td
. s L b a . L || MorGonsion group
. e of ¢ o inguolabial aminal
I I N . Syllblebresk  Ji.aekt
Morc rounded Q) Labialized £ dY] 7 Nt [ — Linking (sbscnce of  break)
Lesrunded O 3 paatlied t di | P Nesi reesse dn
TONES AND WORD ACCENTS
| Advanced u Y Velutzed 7 dY | 1 Laterat retense d! Laver conmoum.
_ Retnoted e ¥ pharyngeaized €5 AV | 7 Noaudiieretesse Eoalfim € oA Rimg
" Comlid & | ~ Veluzodorpharyngaind 1 € T & N
- < g
Mid<entalized  © Raised € (] = voleed alveolar fricatve) € A ? i
5 n - p 1.5 - & dww & A
y & e I
_ Nowsylabie € , Advanced Tongue Root € 4 Dowastep
* Rhoticity 2 @ |, Retocted Tongue Root € T Upsiep o Global fall

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf
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Imagine you’re a
phonetician.

Your task is to come up with a
way to categorize all human
speech sounds into just 2 main
categories. What would they be?

MANGO.




After some thought, Which, as fate would
you’d likely decide on have it, is exactly how
consonants & vowels. the IPA is organized.




The building blocks of human speech sounds

Consonants Vowels
Speech sounds that are produced Speech sounds that are
through contact between vocal produced by avoiding contact
articulators (tongue, teeth, lips). between vocal articulators.

exampLes:t-s-p-b -k EXAMPLES:@ -€-i-0-U



There are many symbols to learn within the IPA.

THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2015)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) ©2015 IPA
usbial |Labiodental| Dental |Alveolar Postalveolar] Retroflex | Palatal | Velar
pb td tdcj kglge

Nasal | m m n nn 1 N

Trill [ B | | R

Tap or Flap | v r |

Fiaive |G B f vV O O|s
at 1

The Consonant Chart

Symbols 10 the Figit 1 o o0

CCONSONANTS (NON-PULMONIC)

Clicks Voiced implosives Ejectives Back
1 - sran
© bilabiat b Buabial Examples
| Den d Denstitveotar | P’ Biabi
' f t e Y] 9% Y0
; ~, .. 5
'he Vowel M
® 3
’
Open = asn

Where symbols appear 1 o
o the right represents a rounded vowel

CZ Aw
1

i f)  simutancous [ ana X SUPRASEGMENTALS

Primary stress
Jfouna'tifon
Sccondary siress

&
e
=)

! Long e
' Halflong €'

DIACRITICS Some discritics may be placed above a symbol with s descender, c.g. 1) “ e &

But there are only 2 main features that e It Il
you need to get started. e e

" Connlied € ~ Velarized or pharyogesized |
" Mid<enmlized & Raiscd e (I- o
Syllabic n € (B = voiced biabial approximast)
_ Nomsylabe € ., Advanced Tongue Root €
* Rhotcty 2 @ |, Reocted Tongue Root € e Global 6l

MANGO.

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



You’ve likely seen IPA in dictionary entries.

For example, you may

recognize the upside down 5,
which is an IPA symbol that refers to
the second vowel sound in the word
‘dictionary.’

MMMMM

orially adv. (],
TATOR]

diction /'d]kj'(a)n/
ciation in speakir
dictio from dico dj,

dictionary /'dikj

3001‘ listing (usu.
xplaining the wo

giving correspond

language. 2 refere
the _ta'ms_ of a



Let’s look at an example

THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2015)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) ©2015 IPA

Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental [Alveolar Postalveolar| Retroflex | Palatal | Velar | Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal
Plosive pb td tdcj kglge ?
Nasal | m m n nn 1 N |
Trll | B r | | &
r
[ 3]sz QJ_X\"XKhH'_hﬁ

Tap or Flap v

$PIf v OOls
1

1 b u[‘
| s

Symbols (o the right i a cell are voiced, o the eft are voiceless. Shaded arcas denote atiu

¢ ° 9
'he word ‘phonetics’ in
© Bitabial ‘[5 Bilabial ’ Bumploe Close 1ay———1q#t Wru

Approximant v

p
z
K
1
1

teral
approximant

s Judged impossible.

. s 1Y 0

| Denat d peouvatveoss | P Biabial

- Closemid  €w 940 Y0

° ! (Postalveolar § pataa t’ Dentabalveolar
F palsoalveolar | (J Velar K’ vetu 2
- 2 e
oo OTHER SYMBOLS ®
Open asE asp

M Volceless abiak-velar ricative G 2 Alveolo-palatal icatlves Whre symbols appear in pais, the one

) Iy o the right represents a rounded vowel
spprovimant Vol
Simultane SUPRASEGMENTALS

W Voiced

Y Voiced a

o ]

Volceles epglonal fricative Primary stress
H » founa'tifon

| Secondary stress

! Long e:

. Affrictes and doube artculations ~
§ Voiced epiglotal fricaive canbe represented by two symbols p
- joined by a tie bar if necessary. =
2 Epiglotal plosive

" Halflong €'

DIACRITICS Some dicritics may be placed above a symbol with a descender, ¢.&

| i} . M
) Exashor &
Volccless Dd|. semywics b a Deotal td
. b ,, T | nor ooy group
v § U | v boa | e td [ Mo otonstion) group
b dh| o y
[ ] Aspirsted thd Logwoiabial £ d | Laminat td . Sylblobmak  Ji.gekt
Morcrouded ) W Labialized [ (l“} ~ Nesalized ¢ | — Linking (sbsence of a break)
Lesrunded O 3 paatlied t di | P Nesi reesse dn
: - TONES AND WORD ACCENTS
, Advanced u V' Velarized Y d\ Lateral release (I LEVEL CONTOUR
_ Retnoted e ¥ phangeaized 5 dY |7 Noaudilerelesse 7 Eo N € or /A risimg
T Cemlzed & | ~ Veuwodoeprargeitend T ¢ Ama &N
 Mid<ennlized € Raised € (J = voked aivolar riatve) € dw € 4
e n N P ererm— ¢ diw & 4
] | A e Ji A
_ Nowsylabie € , Advanced Tongue Root € | + Dowastep )
* Rhotiily 2 @ |, Rewacied Tonguc Root € T Upsiep

MANGO.
https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



Let’s consider another.

THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 2015)

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) ©2015 IPA

Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental [Alveolar Postalveolar| Retroflex | Palatal | Velar | Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal
Plosive pb td tdcj kglge ?
Nasal | m m n nn 1 N |
Trll | B r | | &
r
[ 3]sz QJ_X\"XKhH'_hﬁ

Tap or Flap v

$PIf v OOls
1

1 b u[‘
| s

Symbols (o the right i a cell are voiced, o the eft are voiceless. Shaded arcas denote atiu

‘ [ ] [ ] [ ] ’ [ ]
'he word ‘linquistics’ in
© Bitabial ‘[5 Bilabial ’ Bumploe Close 10y B\ Wru

Approximant v

p
z
K
1
1

teral
approximant

s Judged impossible.

. s 1Y 0

| Denat d peouvatveoss | P Biabial

- Closemid  €w 940 Y0

° ! (Postalveolar § pataa t’ Dentabalveolar
F palsoalveolar | (J Velar K’ vetu 2
- 2 e
oo OTHER SYMBOLS ®
Open asE asp

M Volceless abiak-velar ricative G 2 Alveolo-palatal icatlves Whre symbols appear in pais, the one

) Iy o the right represents a rounded vowel
spprovimant Vol
Simultane SUPRASEGMENTALS

W Voiced

Y Voiced a

o ]

Volceles epglonal fricative Primary stress
H » founa'tifon

| Secondary stress

! Long e:

. Affrictes and doube artculations ~
§ Voiced epiglotal fricaive canbe represented by two symbols p
- joined by a tie bar if necessary. =
2 Epiglotal plosive

" Halflong €'

DIACRITICS Some diacitis may be placcd above a symbol with a descender,c.¢ - <
Jmay e p " Extrashort €

[ 1 9
Volccless Dd|. semywics b a Deotal td
. b o T | nor ooy group
Voieed st Calyvced D @ Apical td
. s L. b a . L 1| Mo Gonton) grop
)
- - O L L) P S B T | b ti.akt
Morcrouded ) W Labialized [ (l“} ~ Nesalized ¢ | — Linking (sbsence of a break)
Lesrunded O 3 paatlied t di | P Nesi reesse dn
| TONES AND WORD ACCENTS
, Advanced u V' Velarized Y (]\ 1 Luteral reease (I‘ LEVEL CONTOUR
_ Retnoted e ¥ phangeaized 5 dY |7 Noaudilerelesse 7 Eo N € or /A risimg
T Cemlzed & | ~ Veuwodoeprargeitend T ¢ Ama &N
 Mid<ennlized € Raised € (J = voked aivolar riatve) € dw € 4
‘ D | et @ (B vmetvan ¢ A e
| v (P 1@ 4k A
_ Nowsylabie € , Advanced Tongue Root € | + Dowastep )
* Rhotiily 2 @ |, Rewacied Tonguc Root € T Upsiep

MANGO.
https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



Now, what is the Consonant Chart?

i

MANGO.

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC)

© 2015 IPA

Bilabial |Labiodental Dental ‘Alvcolar|l’mlalvcolar Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal
Plosive p b t d [ q C j l\ q q G ’ ?
Nasal m m n n n n N
Trill B r R
Tap or Flap \'A r r
Fricative (l) B f v .00 ] S 7.| [ 318 Z|¢ J XY |XE h $/hAhA
Lateral 71 | | lz | | 1 |
fricative -
Approximant 1B} A .l ] U.l
Lateral ‘ '
a]‘)‘;[scr{&imam l I I, /( L

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

Simply put, it is a table containing consonants that

are organized by columns and rows.

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



How does the Consonant Chart work?

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) © 2015 IPA
Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental ‘z\lvcular‘Poslal\'colar‘ Retroflex | Palatal ‘ Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal

Plosive p b t d l q_ C j l\ (] q G ’ ?

Nasal m m n n n n N

Trill B r R

Tap or Flap \'A r r

Fricative (l) B f v |00 ] S Z I [ 3 S Z  C J XY |XE h $/hAhA

Lateral ] | l lz | | | |

fricative -

Approximant ) A 1 ] W

L, Oor" I | |

a]‘v‘;{str{)‘;imam l I I, /( L

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

The columns indicate a consonant’s place of articulation,

which is the place in your mouth where your articulators (i.e. teeth, tongue,
lips) need to touch to make that sound.

Py

MANGO.

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



How does the Consonant Chart work?

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC)

© 2015 IPA

Bilabial || Labiodental| Dental ‘Alvcolar|l’mlalvcolar Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal
Plosive p b t d l q_ C j l\ (] q G ?
Nasal m n) n n n 1) N
Trill B r R
Tap or Flap \'A r r
Fricative q) '3 f v |00 ] S Z I [ 3185 Z ¢ J XY |XE h $/hAhA
Lateral { | l lz | | | |
fricative -
Approximant v A .l ] U.l
L, o I | [
a]‘v‘;{str{)‘;imam l I I, /( L

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

For example, ‘bilabial’ means ‘both lips touching.’

It comes from the prefix ‘bi-> meaning ‘two’ and the root ‘labial’
meaning ‘lips.” This column includes sounds like ‘bat’ — ‘mat’ - ‘pat.’

Py

MANGO.

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



How does the Consonant Chart work?

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) © 2015 IPA
Bilabial || Labiodental| Dental ‘z\l\'colar|l’0§lalvcolar Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal § Glottal

Plosive pb t d td cjlkglqea 2] ]

Nasal ' m. n) . n r[‘ n 1) ' N ‘ |

Trill ' B . ' r . ‘ R ‘

Tap or Flap \'A r r

piave |G Bl f v 0 0[sz|[[ 3]sz ¢i|xylxys/ h S|hh

Eaeahe { Ik

Approximant v 1 1 j W

omman l | Ll A] ¢

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

A cool tip that you might not realize at first. As you move from

left to right along the chart, the place of articulation within the mouth

moves from the front to the back. For example, bilabials require touching at
!64 the lips (the front) while glottals require touching near the throat (the back).
BvVDo

MANGO.
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How does the Consonant Chart work?

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) © 2015 IPA
‘Bllabial Labiodental| Dental ‘Al\'colar|l’0§lalvc0lar Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal

Posve  |p b td tdicilkglqge ?

Nal | om|  m | n n p| n | ‘

Trill I B . ' r . ‘ R ‘

Tap or Flap \a [ r

peave |G B[ f v 0 O[sz[[ 3]sz ¢j/xy|xs h§ hAh

e I LK

Approximant v 1 1 ] W

o l I L A v

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

The rows indicate a consonant’s manner of articulation,

which means the manner or characteristics of the airflow within your vocal
tract. Let’s look at a few examples to get a better sense for that that

!64 actually means.
BvVDo

MANGO.
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How does the Consonant Chart work?

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) © 2015 IPA
‘ Bilabial |Labiodental Dental ‘Alvcolar|l’oslalvcolar’Rclroﬂcx Palatal ‘ Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal ‘

Plosive p b t d ‘ [ (1 C j ‘ l\ (] q G (l)‘

Nasal m m) n n n n N

Trill B r R

Tap or Flap \'A r r

Fricative (l) B f v .00 ] S Z I [ 3185 Z ¢ J XY |XE h $/hAhA

Lateral ] | l lz | | | |

fricative -

Approximant ) A 1 ] W

L, Oor" I | [

a]‘v‘;{str{)‘;imam l I I, /( L

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

Let’s explore plosives. These are sounds that constrict your airflow

completely. In layman’s terms - it means your mouth is closed. Plosives
include short bursts of sound like ‘pie’ - ‘bye’ - ‘tie’

Py

MANGO.
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How does the Consonant Chart work?

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) © 2015 IPA
Bilabial |Labiodental Dental ‘Alvcolar|l’mlalvcolar Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal

Plosive p b t d l q_ C j l\ (] q G ?

Nasal m m n . n. np| q N

Trill B r R

Tap or Flap \'A r r

Fricative (l) B f v .00 ] S Z I [ 3185 Z ¢ J XY |XE h ¥ hh

Lateral ] | l lz | | | |

fricative .

Approximant ) A 1 ] W

L, o [ | [

a]‘v‘;{str{)‘;imam l I I, /( L

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

Let’s explore nasals! These consonants are similar to plosives, in that
they don’t allow the airstream to leave the mouth. But they’re different from
plosives in that they release the airstream -- through the nose! Thus, the
!64 word nasal. Examples include sounds like ‘meat’ and ‘neat.’
1) g6

MANGO.
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How does the Consonant Chart work?

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) © 2015 IPA
Bilabial |Labiodental| Dental ‘Al\'colar|l’0§lalvc0lar Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal

Plosive pb t d td cjlkglqea ?

Nasal m| m n n nl n| ~| ‘

Trill B . ' r . ‘ R ‘

Tap or Flap \'A r r

fricaie | O B f V. O O|sz| [ 3]s zlcilxylyglhSlhRA

e ! I g

Approximant v 1 1 j W

omman l | Ll A] ¢

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

Let’s explore fricatives! Most people would describe these as

“hissing” sounds. They can go on for as long as you can keep up your
airstream, and they include sounds like ‘fan’ - ‘van’ — ‘sues’ - ‘shoes.’

Py

MANGO.

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



How does the Consonant Chart work?

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) © 2015 IPA
Bilabial |Labiodental Dental ‘Alvcolar|l’mlalvcolar Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal

Plosive p b t d [ q C j l\ q q G ’ ?

Nasal m m n n n n N

Trill B r R

Tap or Flap \A ¥ r

Fricative (l) B f vi0 0 ] S Z I [ 318 7Z ¢ J XY |XE h $/hAhA

Lateral ‘ | l lz | | | | |

fricative -

Approximant ) A 1 ] W

Lateral ‘ '

a]‘)‘;[scr{&imam l I I, /( L

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

What have we learned so far? The IPA’s Consonant Chart is a table,
made up of a bunch of consonants. The columns indicate the place of articulation for
the sound, and the rows indicate the manner of articulation. But there’s one more
factor left that we haven’t mentioned -- and it has to do with the difference between

=¢g sounds ‘fan’ and ‘van.
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How does the Consonant Chart work?

CONSONANTS (PULMONIC) © 2015 IPA
Bilabial |Labiodental Dental ‘Alvcolar|l’mlalvcolar Retroflex | Palatal Velar Uvular | Pharyngeal | Glottal

Plosive p b t d [ q C j l\ q q G ’ ?

Nasal m m n n n n N

Trill B r R

Tap or Flap \A ¥ r

Fricative (l) B f vi0 0 ] S Z I [ 318 7Z ¢ J XY |XE h $/hAhA

Lateral ‘ | l lz | | | | |

fricative -

Approximant ) A 1 ] W

Lateral ‘ '

a]‘)‘;[scr{&imam l I I, /( L

Symbols to the right in a cell are voiced, to the left are voiceless. Shaded areas denote articulations judged impossible.

Think about it - what’s the difference between ‘fan’ & ‘van’?

It has everything to do with your vocal cords. For example, to make the [f] sound, your
vocal cords don’t vibrate. We call this a voiceless consonant. And to make the [v]
sound, they have to vibrate. We call this a voiced consonant.
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VOWELS

f': ront (',‘cmral Back
Close  1ey tett Weu
Close-mid e-(b 540 Y o0
Open-mid 8-0@ — 3"'6.,, 6! AeD
Open ASE———aeD

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one
to the right represents a rounded vowel.

Now, how does the Vowel Map work?

The main thing you should know
is that the vowel chart is
organized by the location of
the tongue in the mouth.

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



How the Vowel Map works

VOWELS

. . - The higher up a vowel is on the
ciose  [1ay feu We U map, the higher your tongue

\IY \ U needs to be in your mouth to
Close-mid Che 90 Y eO
N 'x.a make that vowel sound.
Open-mid E’ 0 (0C— 3‘2‘!“(3 ——Ae®D
o\ e For example, /i/ and /u/ require the
open DNE_\qip tongue to be higher up in the mouth
Where symbols appear in pairs, the one than, Say /8/ and /&/

to the right represents a rounded vowel.
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How the Vowel Map works

VOWELS
F ront (.,‘cmral Back
Close  |1& Y- ted Weu
AN LB 0
Close-mid e-(b 90 O Y o0
Open-mid 8-06 — 3"'6., G—+AeD
Open Qe (E aeD

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one
to the right represents a rounded vowel.

MANGO.

The further to the right the
vowel is on the map, the further
back your tongue needs to be
in your mouth to produce that
vowel sound.

For example, vowels like [i] and [e] require your
tongue to be further at the front of your mouth,
compared to vowels like [u] and [o0].

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



Fun fact...

VOWELS

f': ront (',‘cmral Back
Close  1ey tett Weu
Close-mid e-(b 540 Y o0
Open-mid 8-0@ — 3"'6.,, G——Ae®Dd
Open ASE———aeD

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one
to the right represents a rounded vowel.

MANGO.

Not all languages have the
same organization -- or even
number -- of vowels within the
Vowel Map.

After all, every language has its own way
of dividing up the possible sounds of
human speech. This goes for consonants
as well as vowels.

https://www.internationalphoneticassociation.org/sites/default/files/IPA_Kiel_2015.pdf



To review...
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If you’d like some fun (and FREE!) materials...

Check out‘che
we’'ve curated '
which allow ye ‘

~——
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